
PFDWAIVERGUIDELINES
To LouisianaBoardofEthics
From TracyM Barker
Re LateFilingofPersonalFinancialDisclosureStatements
Date April14 2016

Thefollowingproposedproceduresareforhandlingwaiverrequestsoflatefiledpersonalfinancial
disclosurestatements Theseprocedureswilloutlinehowthestaffhandlesthewaiverrequestsaswell
as thehowthestaffwillcometoarecommendationofawaiverorsuspensionofanylatefees
assessed

LATEFEEASSESSMENTS

StaffisrequiredtosendanoticetoapersonwhohasnottimelyfiledaPFD Ifthepersonfilesthe
reportwithin7businessdaysofreceivinganoticeofdelinquency nolatefeeisassessed However
ifthepersondoesnotfilethereportwithinthattimeperiod latefeesareassessedinthefollowing
amounts

Tier1 500perday 12500maximum
Tier2 100perday 2500maximum
Tier21 50perday 1500maximum
Tier3 50perday 1500maximum

Toprovereceiptoftheletterbytheperson staffmailsthenoticeofdelinquencybycertifiedmail
returnreceiptrequested Iftheletterisrefusedorunclaimed thenoticeisthenservedbystatepolice

WAIVERREQUESTS

timelyThestaffwilldocketallwaiverrequeststhatare filedwiththeBoard

Rule1207oftheBoardsRulesindicatethatwaiversareconsideredtimelyiftheyare
receivedbythestaff inwriting within20daysofthelatefilersreceiptofthelatefee
order

1157A1 b oftheLouisianaCodeofGovernmentalEthicsprovidesauthorityfor
theBoardswaiveroflatefilingfeesbasedupon GoodCause

anyactionsorcircumstancesGoodCause isdefinedin 1157A1 b asfollows
whichwerenotwithinthecontroloftheintheconsideredjudgment oftheBoard
latefilerandwhichwerethedirectcauseofthelatefiling

notIfthereportthatisthesubjectofthelatefeeorderhas beenfiled thestaffwill
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declinerecommendto towaivethelateandtoadvisethelatefilerthattheBoardwill
notconsiderareconsiderationofthewaiverunlessthereporthasbeenfiled

DiscretionremainswiththeBoardtowaivepartorallofalatefilingfeeassessedin
connectionwithapersonalfinancialdisclosurestatement

RECOMMENDATIONTOSUSPENDAFINEA

suspensionofthelatefeesThestaffwillconsiderrecommendinga forthosepersons
whomeetthefollowingcriteria

1 ThewaiverrequestistimelyfiledwiththeBoard
2 Thelatefilerhasnootherlatefilingswithanassessedfine and
3 Goodcauseisshowninsupportofthewaiverrequest

Tier1 Maximum 12500

1 suspendallofthefine1 Ifbetween1and45dayslate
suspendallbut 5002 Ifbetween46and91dayslate
suspendallbut 7003 Ifbetween92and137dayslate
suspendallbut 10004 Ifbetween138and183dayslate
suspendallbut 15005 Ifbetween184and230dayslate

suspendallbut 20006 If231ormoredayslate

Tier2 Maximum 2500

suspendallofthefine1 Ifbetween1and45dayslate
suspendallbut 2502 Ifbetween46and91dayslate
suspendallbut 5003 Ifbetween92and137dayslate
suspendallbut 7504 Ifbetween138and183dayslate
suspendallbut 10005 Ifbetween184and230dayslate

suspendallbut 12506 If231ormoredayslate

Tier21 Maximum 1500

suspendallofthefine1 Ifbetween1and45dayslate
suspendallbut 2502 Ifbetween46and91dayslate
suspendallbut 4503 Ifbetween92and137dayslate
suspendallbut 6504 Ifbetween138and183dayslate
suspendallbut 8505 Ifbetween184and230dayslate

1 Dayscountedfromexpirationof7daybusinessperiodfollowingreceiptofanoticeof
delinquency
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suspendallbut 10506 If231ormoredayslate

Tier3 Maximum 1500

suspendallofthefine1 Ifbetween1and45dayslate
suspendallbut 2002 Ifbetween46and91dayslate
suspendallbut 4003 Ifbetween92and137dayslate
suspendallbut 6004 Ifbetween138and183dayslate
suspendallbut 8005 Ifbetween184and230dayslate

suspendallbut 10006 If231ormoredayslate

Allsuspensionsaremadebasedonfuturecompliancewiththedisclosurerequirementsunder
theCode Furthermore ifnotsuspendedinitsentirety paymentwillbeorderedtobemade
within30daysofreceiptofthenewLateFeeOrder unless financialhardshipsupports a
recommendationofapaymentplan Failuretopaytheportionnotsuspendedwithin30days
ofreceiptofthenewLateFeeOrderorpursuanttothetermsofanexecutedpaymentplan
resultsintheoriginallatefeeassessedbecomingdueandowing

Ifthefilerdemonstratesamaterialfinancialhardship thestaffmayrecommendthe
waiverorsuspensionofuptotheentire latefee irrespectiveofpriorlatefilings

shallSupportingdocumentation besubmittedwiththewaiverrequest

SPECIALCONSIDERATIONSB

AlatefeeassessedagainstaTier2filerinconnectionwithafailuretotimelyamend
apfdbecausethefilerreportedhispublicincomebycategoryratherthanbyspecific

waiveddollaramountwillbe forafirstoffensepursuanttoatimelywaiverrequest
Anyotherlateamendmentswillbeconsideredunderthewaiverguidelinessetforth
above

AlatefeeassessedagainstaTier3filerinconnectionwithafailuretotimelyamend
apfdbecausethefilerfailedtoreporthispublicincomebyspecificdollaramountwill

suspendedbe forafirstoffensepursuanttoatimelywaiverrequest Anyotherlate
amendmentswillbeconsideredunderthewaiverguidelinessetforthabove

AlatefeeassessedagainstaTier21orTier3filerinconnectionwithafailureto
timelyfiletheirpfdtheyearfollowingtheterminationoftheirofficewillbe
suspendedinitsentirety ifthefileronlyhasoneotherlatefilingwithanassessed
latefee

WAIVERRECONSIDERATIONREQUESTS
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ThestaffwillconsiderwaiverreconsiderationrequeststhatarefiledwiththeBoard
iftheyare

1 Filed inwriting within30daysofthemailingoftheBoardsdecisionofthe
waiverrequest and

2 Presentnewfactsandorevidenceregardingthelatefiling

oneThestaffwillonlyconsider waiverreconsiderationrequestperlatefilingpenalty

The staff will then make a recommendation based upon its established waiver
guidelinesasoutlinedabove

AUTHORITYTORESCINDBASEDONRULE1205B

Rule1205BoftheRulesoftheLouisianaBoardofEthicsprovidesthatanautomaticlatefee
shallnotbeassessed orifassessedshallberescindedbythestaff ifthepersonrequiredtofilethe

occurredontheduedateorreportdidnotfilethereportforanyofthefollowingreasonswhich
duringthesevendayspriortothedatethereportwasdue Thestaffisauthorizedtorescind
suchlatefeeifoneofthefollowingreasonsoccurredduringthetimethenoticeofdelinquencywas
received

1 Deathofapersonrequiredtofileorthepersonregularlyresponsible oradeathin
theirimmediatefamily asdefinedbyRS 42110213

2 Seriousmedicalcondition intheconsideredjudgmentofthestaff whichprevented
thepersonrequiredtofileorthepersonregularlyresponsiblefromfilingthereport
timely or

3 Anaturaldisaster anactofGod forcemajeure acatastrophe orsuchothersimilar
occurrence

Page4of 4


